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(Circular)

The Royal Agricultural Nociety of Victoria

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting
of members of the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria
will be held in the Council Room, Administrative Building,
Plummer Avenue, Royal Showgrounds, Epsom Road, Ascot
Vale, on Monday, the 2nd March, 1959, at 12 noon.

BUSINESS

1. To receive the Annual Report and Balance Sheet.
2. To elect members to fill the vacancies on the Council.

3. To appoint two Auditors.
Dated the 16th day of February. 1959.

H. T. C. WOODFULL,
Secretar-.

IFor list of nominations see back.



LIST OF NOMINATIONS

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
(Eleven to be elected)

BOTT, John, "Naranghi,” Yarrawonga.

CRESWICK., A. R., Kent Park,” Lower Ferntree
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A & .
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(SN
CUNNINGHAM, L. S. K., 5 Hollinsworth Ave.,
Haw..orn.

JAHLEXNBURG, A. E,, Brougham St., Nhill.
GREAVES, S. A, “The Landing,” Bass.
HUXNTER. Robert, “Northwood Park,” Seymour.
JOHNSON, C. C., “The Camp,” Whorouly South.
..O0ORE, C. Gven, “Chechingurk,” Mornington.
. :GARVIE, Keith, “Greenwood,” Pomborneit.

' IZHOLAS, Lindsay G. C., “Cooring Yering,” Lily-

da .
<, JTH D. sutherland, All Saints Vineyard,
"V quiah.

L T 1, atiot rot being in xee ot of the vacancies, there
) ¢ .9



Annual Report of the Royal Agricultural Society

of Victoria

To the Members—
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my duty and pleasure, on behalf of the Council of the Society, to
report to you the Society’s activities for the year ending 31st December,
1958. These can be divided into two sections — those activities which
culminate in the Annual Exhibition, and those devoted to stimulating
gcientific agricultural and animal husbandry and a sympathetic approach
to the problems of the primary industry.

ANNUAL EXHIBITION

The Council continued and extended its policy of enlisting in support
of this enterprise and interest and co-operation of as many sections ¢f the
community as possible.

In the stock entries, classes were provided for Poll Dorsets and
Landrace Pigs for the first time. Tae exhibition of British breeds of sheep
for numbers and quality was authoritatively considered to be the best
ever seen in Awustralia and not surpassed in the world. The interest in

the Landrace Pigs was evidenced at the sales in the high prices whieh - 2re
bid thereat.

The appointment of Colonel Weldon as judge of saddle horses and
equestrian events dadded zest to the horse section by his competent and
courteous judging. The judging of Mrs. M. Pacey, from England, in the
dog section, made this section one of the most satisfactory for both
exhibitors and spectators.

Many new classes and competitions were included this year, prominent
amongst them being the inter-breed competition for the maintenance of
cattle; the classes for New Australians in the homecrafts section and the
scone baking competition. The Council gave careful consideration to any

suggestions received from Breed Societies when compiling the Schedule
of Prizes.

The Show has long been recognised by the Education Department as
an cducational excursion for school children, and the Society has char.od
half admission fecs for school parties. This year, in co-operation with the
Breed Societics and Country Agricultural Socicties, guided tours were
organized also for scnior stuaents from secondary sche "l They v oove mives
competent inctruction in the importance and points of 1 rious breeds of
animals and other aspects of the Show, from experienced guides. Each
student reccived as a gift an illustrated brochure which explained the
activitics of the Society and gave brief deseriptions of animal breeds
exhibited at the Show.

Tk~ “amily ticket proved increasingly popular with the publi , wiih
show.d it app «eiation by subst nti. lly ineri.. Jd demand.
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VIGETGRS

His Iixcellency Sir Dallas Biooks, Governos of Vielooa, o ac o A3
accepted the Society’s invitation to officially opea the S 52, znd .- as
accompanied by lLady DBrooks.

A pleasing fcature of the Show was ihe number of 1;Lomlrx,nt c1tJZf—n.,
who attended, and aciongst these were The flonourable the Pr#rme‘ u¥
Victoria and 21l members of State Cabinet. The leader of the C s
the Honourable C. P. Stoncham, M.L.A., th« leader of the Co . niey Pa. ’r,,,
the Honourable Sir Herbert Hyland, M.L.A., Mr. P. W. C, .,’coz:r,., M.H.R,
and Mr. A. A. Buchanan, M.l.R., also attended Others included the
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Cr. F. W. Thomas,
together with Councillors from the City of Meclbourne; the Mayor of
Essendon, Councillor A. G. Pennell and members of his (ounr*‘ We were
also pleased to have as our guests His IExcellency M». T. ¥. L. “ar Uermor,
the High Commissioner for Canada and His Exceliency D A. Y. Helrri,
the Indonesian Ambassador, and his wife.

Several members of Parliament forming the State Develop.sinc
Committee also viewed our Show with intcrect.

«

N

ATTENDANCE

The result was that, despite the fact that rain fell on all but tvvo days,
there was a record all time aggregate day attendance, and for the first
time, an attendance in excess of 100,000 on three davs. Thre night
attendances with Melbourne weather and the impact of night television
brought the aggregate Show attendance intc second place behind the fine
weather Show of 1954, total attendance being 664,709.

Therefore, the result was a source of some gratification to you:
Council and staff who have worked so hard in the interests of the Society.

FINANCE

Your Council has watched the financial position of the Sceiety
carefully and adopted a policy of consclidaticn, asz predicted in :he _:s.
annual report. The result has been satisfactory, and the financiai posi:’ n
substantially improved. This is due to the fact thaL, despite general 'zl z
costs, the expenditure has been less, both on the 0'10\.111db “side and -
administrative side. This is, of coulxe due to careful supervision, which, I
believe, has been made easier by the move of the office fo the Showgrounds
and to the revenue received between Shows for the use of the grc. nds.
This source of revenue is one that must, I believe, be explored (o the
utmost. The Society’s capital asset in land and buildings is so great that
it is imperative for it to return the maximum revenue between Shows.

BREED SOCIETIES

The administrative work for several Breed Societies has agsin been
carvied out by the nociety at a cost in wages alone of £30,4534 without any
allowance for the use of premises, services such as olc tricity and telephone.
furniture and other numerous oflice iten.:.. Groat ads antuge s Jeri 1\\\1 by
Breed Societic s in their associztion with this Society, rud e establish oo
of a permenent oflice and oitieers assists thom in continuity of their wo .
A redu-tien in the costs of their work could take place it the van- 2
Socictios woere preparcd to streamline thewr work, but this is a matter {1
the Breed Socictics theme ol o to determine. This Soecicty s at all times
willirr 1o co operate snd :\SSi' ¢ and has given deep consia vatian > any
requests; nude Ly Broed Soc’ Hes from time to time,
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'ILM: “ON THE BEACH”

For the first time in the history of the Socicty the Showgrounds is
being used for the production of a film. The Socicty was pleaged during
the latter part of the year 1958 to make arrangements with The Stanlcy
Kramer Pictures Corporation of U.S.A. to enable that organization 1o
produce the film “On The Beach”, hased on the novel written by Nevil
Shute, who as Mr. Nevil Norway is now a Victorian agriculturist.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is with considerable pleasure that I place on record the Society™
appreciation of the willing co-operation given during the year 1958 by the
Honourable the Premier and members of the Victorian Cabinet, particularly
the Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable G. L. Chandler, CM.G., M.L.C.

The officers of the Department of Agriculture, headed by Mr. P. Ryan,
have at all times shown great readiness to assist, not only in our Show
activities, but in many other ways during the year.

Valued assistance was given in connection with the Dairy Industry
Display by the Chairman of the Milk Board, Mr. M. Rankin, and his
colleagues; also by the Dairy Industry Bureau.

The Director of Education, Major-General A. H. Ramsay, the Chief
Commissioner of Police, Major-General S. H. Porter, the Chairman of the
Victorian. Railways, Mr. E. H. Brownbill, the Chairman of the Melbourne
& Metropolitan Tramways Board, Major-General R. J. H. Risson, and their
staffs, were at all times willing to co-operate.

The Australian Meat Board and several other Government Departments
and instrumentalities assisted.

Many commercial firms were generous in their sponsorships of evenis
for the Show, and great assistance was derived in this manner. Commereial
firms, vendors of sample bags and catevers all combined in their assistance
to make the Show attractive and of popular appeal.

The Army, Navy, National Fitness Council and the Cecunt:'y Fire
Authority provided interesting items for our arena.

The Shell Company of Australia Ltd. and the Shell Chemical « Aust.)
Pty. Ltd. again considerably assisted by sponsoring the pre-show tour of
journalists and cameramen from nress, radio and television. This vear the
tour covered the north-eastern areas of Victoria and provided much pre-
show publicity as well as establishing public relations for the areas visited.

To all judges, stewards, stewardesses and other officials we tender our
warmest thanks for their efficiency and enthusiasm. The Society relies
tremendously on the voluntary assistance given by these people, and 1
cannot express too strongly our thanks to them.

Members of the press, radio and television staffs assisted consiierably
and were at all times very helpful, and provided important assistance in
the publicity work of the Society.

I wish also to record appreciation of the eflicient work done by the
members of the administrative staft and to the ground staif, headed by the
G:round_s Mana<cer, Mr. Drew. All hev: loyally supp-ried the Chic®
Executive Ofticer, Mr. Ho T. C. Woodfull in the wonderful woeik he has
done in carrying out the poliey of the Council and thus endine another
successful year of the Socicty's activities. )

On hehalf of the Couneil,

NORMAN MITCHUELY, Py osident,

b



ii.E ROY. L AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA

SCATEMENT OF LCOME AND EXPENDITURE
31st DECEMBER, 1958.
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INCOME

- Ordinary Members'’

Subseriptions .. .. £18,478

Associate Members’
Subscriptions .. .. 2,667
Ldies’ Tickets .. .. 765

ANNUAL EXHIBITION

Admission Tickets Sold—
At Railways .. .. £28,309
At Gates .. .. .. 57,796
At Grandstands .. 11,329
At Motor Parks and
Cloakrooms .. 646
At Wood Choppmg
Arena .. 1,041
Premiums on Refresh-
ments and Cabermg 6,896
Entry Fees .. . 11,599
Ground Rents .. 44,196
Commission on Stock
Sales .. .. .. .. 733

Creche .. .. .. .. .. 85
Catalogue and Pro-

gramme Sales .. 1,748
Sundries .. .. .. .. 291

GENERAL INCOME

Rent of Showgrounds

and Bulldmgs .. £30,365
Donations .. .. .. .. 11,290
Advertising .. 3,676
Interest- ——Trottmg Con-

trol Board .. .. .. 1,491
Commission .. .. .. 903
Motor Parks .. .. .. 3266
Sundries .. .. .. .. 517

£16,910

164,664

48,608

£230.11 2



THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1958.

LIABILITIES ASSETS
Bank Overdraft, Commercial Bank- Secretary’s Advance Account .. .. £290
ing Co. of Sydney Ltd. .. .. £438,893 Cash on Hand .. . C ee s e e 56
T. H. Payne Memorial Trust .. .. 250 Showgrounds Stock on H.and, at
w. J. Dawkins Trophy Trust .. .. 100 cost .. .o . 2,213
Australian Pig Soclety Trust .. .. 1,500 Sundry Debtors .. 22,173
Capt. A. E. T. Payne Trotting Control Board Grandstand
Trust .. . ‘e £10,000 P an.bxhtts; ce ee . 21},;%%
Accounb—Balance 412 repayments .. . ,635
Income —_— 10,412 State Electricity Commrsston E'x- )
Short Call Deposits .. . .. 88,039 tension Deposit .. . 1,648
Sundry Creditors and Accruals .o 3,265 T. H. Payne Memorial Bonds e . 27
Deferred Liability—Dairy Machinery, Capt. A. E. T. Payne Trust, In.
Fodder Conservation Campaign, scribed Stock, ete. .. . 9?31
Scholarship and New Works Australian Pig Soc1ety Bonds Pe . 1,
Deposit .. . .. 3,899 A. F. McNaughton Ayrshire Trophy
Grandstand Reserve Account e e 232,123 Bond .. . . 12
Assets, Revaluation Reserve .. .. 1,042,003 w. J. Dawkms Inscrlbed qi:ock .. 1-.
Provision for Deferred Maintenance 5,000 Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney
Accumulated Fund— Ltd.—Short Call Acoou.nt ce e &R,115
Balance, 1/1/68 .. .. £378,063 Land, at cost .. . ce e e 56,92
Profit on Sale of Assets 169 Buxldmg and Improve—
Surplus for Year .. .. 6,346 ments, at valuation £1,530,4(5
 — 379,578 Less Depreciation e e 26,580

—_——— 1,533,825
Showgrounds Services and TUtilities 228,18%
Showgrounds Plant and

Furniture, at cost .. £45,365
Less Depreciation .. .. 4,910
_— 40,455
Office Furniture, at cost £5,021
Less Depreciation .. .. 425
_— 4,5%5
Trotting Control Board . £28. 409
Less Repayments Dur-
ing Year .. .. . 1,938
S 26,467
£2,200,062 £2.7 1,062

AUDITORS’ REPORT

We wish to report to the members that we have audited the books and sccounts of the
ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA for the vear ended 81st December, 1958,
We have obtained all the information and explanations we have required. and. in our opinion.
the nbove Balance Sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the
state of the Society’s affaira and that the accompanying statement of Incc me and Exrenditure
is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the results of the op rstions
of the Socirly for the vear, according to the best of our informu.:ion. the explanations given
to un, and ns shown by the books aof the Saciety.

Dated at Melhourne this 29th day of January, 1959

A. J. COURT, F.C.A. (Aust.),
L. R. GILLAM, A.C.A. (Aust.),
Chartered Accountants (Aust.).

H. T. C. WOODFULL, Secretary.
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